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 When I first came to class, I was really nervous. I’ve never really been that
nervous for a long time, probably since first grade, but 25 (I still don’t
remember her name, so I'm really sorry) who sat two seats over came over on
the first day and opened up to me. She started chatting with me during the ten
minute breaks and telling me which classes were next because I didn’t have the
schedule. At first, not being able to understand Chinese well basically made all
the classes impossible. | was having trouble understanding science terms in
science, I couldn’t understand three quarters of what the Chinese teacher was
saying, and | basically had to guess on all the history questions because |
couldn’t understand or read the entire thing In time.



School ends 4:30 or 4:45 School ends 3:25 (7th
(Idon” t know when)+cram school period), usually no cram school
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* However, there were also classes here that my school in America did not have
and would not have. Ever. In the performing arts class, we were playing a game
where we had to shadow and mirror each other. | especially liked the game where
we had to keep the balloon in the air (I accidentally kicked a lunchbox). In scouts
class, we were braiding some cellphone holders. In art class we were finishing
the katanas from demon slayer, so | just finished the final steps. They even gifted
me the sword afterwards. At health class, we were practicing CPR, using the
AED, something the American school system wouldn’t bother to do. In Home
Economics, we were using a sanding machine, a drilling machine, and a saw
machine to make smartphone stands.
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 Slowly, | started getting used to it, and | started to become friends with my
classmates. They were especially interested in American schools (and may have
gotten jealous when | told them lunch was pizza and burgers). But here, | got to
experience classes that my school didn’t have (because the options there aren’t
very appealing at the moment). But | still like the healthier, wholesome, and hot
lunches that the school provided. | liked the shared laughs in the classroom
during our teacher’s birthday party, and when the bag of bubble tea was
unexpectedly delivered by our teacher. It was fun when | was playing badminton
with my friends and tennis with our science teacher and the exchange students
from England. The class 820 feels like a warm family within itself. The positive
aura in the classroom even made the kimchi pork pizza delicious.
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 Of course, my test scores never really improved. | never got better at playing
“Guessing the Test”, after all . However, | made many friends in my class.
My new friends and teacher were nice. Though I didn’t notice it at first, class
820 really has a warm and welcoming atmosphere. Perhaps a bit too
“welcoming”, but welcoming nonetheless. That atmosphere helped me to have
a fun, fulfilling, and one of the most interesting experiences in my life. In the
end, the communication book was filled to the brim with blessing and
encouraging notes, leaving me with all the best memories of 820.
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