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Fighting and deadly rocket strikes
between Israelis and Palestinians are
intensifying in Gaza. The conflicts
have erupted following the recent
bloodshed at the Al-Agsa Mosque
compound in Jerusalem’s Old City.
Jews consider the city their holiest
site. Muslims consider it their third
most important after Mecca and
Medina.
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more troops to Gaza and launched a
ground attack on May 14th. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has warned that fighting could
"continue for some time." The recent
violence was sparked partly by Israeli
settlers’ plans to take over a dozen
Palestinian homes in a neighborhood

of east Jerusalem. Israel occupied

east Jerusalem during the Six-Day

W EEDHERB A

E5 /RS

as its capital. Palestine wants east

+ Leila Edmunds

Jerusalem to be the capital of a future
state.

Arab countries, including four that
last year agreed to normalize relations
with Israel, have condemned Israel
over the Al-Agsa violence, where

hundreds of Palestinians were hurt.
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