Aidan’s Blog (September, 2019)  
Taipei: A Scot’s perspective
	After stepping foot off the plane on Taiwanese soil, I was suddenly reminded just how far away I was from home. The heat was intoxicatingly inebriating, and after only 30 seconds or so in an outdoor space, the air conditioning inside of the Airport was already a welcome feeling. Once I had made it back to the apartment and had one of the best night’s sleep of my life however, I was ready to explore the surrounding area (even if only for short periods of time in the heat). One of the first things that struck me when walking around the city is the convenience of everything! Back home, if I needed something that the local co-op didn’t supply, the likelihood is that I would have to drive to a nearby village (sometimes up to 20 minutes for certain things). Whereas, everything I could possibly need is at maximum a 10 minute walk away from my apartment. It really makes life way more convenient. 
	Once I had spent the weekend adjusting to many different aspects of life out here: the food, customs/traditions, locations of things etc… I was ready for my first day at ZhongPing. After getting a quick tour I was quickly reminded of the layout, still mostly unchanged from when I was here years ago as part of the first language exchange the school took part in. I quickly settled in to the rhythm of the day, with the 45 minute lessons (shorter than what we have in Scotland, although ZhongPing has more of them) and the routine with lunch being brought to each classroom and eaten in there (normally done in a school cafeteria in Scotland). One of the main things that struck me by surprise however, was the friendliness of everybody I’ve encountered so far! Every single person I have had the pleasure of interacting has been nothing short of as welcoming and kind as is humanly possible.
	My favourite class so far has been teaching Scottish Ceilidh dancing to my class 822, since I think they really enjoyed it. I also really enjoyed teaching it since it’s a very interesting subject and is very active!
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